
 
 

 

 
 
Synod 2023

                      St Augustine’s Parish Gloucester 

Pope Francis has called a Synod, taking place in Rome in 2023. The theme is ‘For a Synodal 
Church’, focusing on the themes of Communion, Participation and Mission. Synods have been 
called throughout the Church’s history and are an opportunity for the Church to take stock 
with how things are going in spreading the message of Jesus Christ. All people are invited to 
take part in the Synodal process, beginning in every local area. 

How can I get involved at this late stage? 

There are two ways at this late stage in which you can be part of St Augustine’s Parish response 
to the Synodal Process: 

• The third and last of the 3part Synodal Conversations conclude this Tuesday 16th 
February in the Paish Hall at 7.30pm with refreshments from 7.10pm. 

• The questions in this handout can be used as a way for you to reflect upon yourself, 
or with your family and friends and must be returned by 12 noon on Sunday 20th 
February to be included in our submission to the Diocese.  

As you prepare to make your responses, do spend some time in prayer, opening yourself to the 
promptings and working of the Holy Spirit. Your response to each question can then be 
summarised in bullet point form on this handout and left in the large envelope provided in the 
lobby of St Augsutine’s or emailed to gerry.walsh@cliftondiocese.com   Fr Gerry will forward 
these to our Synod Delegate Paul Taylor. The parish deadline for responses is Sunday 20th 
February at 12 noon.  A summary of the conversations and responses will be prepared and sent 
to the Clifton Diocese Synod Team. This will also be made available on the parish website and 
at the back of the church. You can visit https://cliftondiocese.com/synod/ for more details 
on the Synod and Synodal Process. 

Prayer for the Synod 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide 
us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue 
it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the 
wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may 
journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we 
ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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Communion: How do you feel the Church communicates with you and you with the Church? 

Who are the people who feel left out and excluded? How can we reach out, listen to, and love 

them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participation: How do you feel able/not able to participate in Church life? What is your dream 
for the Church? How can you help bring this about? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission: How do you feel the Church can make her Mission more effective for today’s world? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Finally: How as a parish are we ‘journeying together’? What steps is the Holy Spirit inviting us 
to take in order to grow in our ‘journeying together’? 


