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Welcome to the latest edition of our quarterly Team Briefing document which is
intended to keep everyone up to date with things happening within Clifton Diocese
2018 has been a busy year for the Diocese with a number of important projects and activities being completed.
In January the Incorporation project was concluded with the change of legal status of the Diocese from a
Charitable Trust to a Company Limited by Guarantee with Charitable status. This was achieved following twelve
months of preparation to ensure that all assets of the Diocesan Trust were identified and successfully transferred
to the new entity.
Compliance with the new General Data Protection Regulation then became the focus, as it was important to
ensure that all clergy, staff and volunteers were aware of the new requirements relating to the processing of
personal data. To support this, over three hundred and twenty Office 365 licences and diocesan email addresses
were issued to volunteers, with training in the new software package also being provided.
All of these activities could not have been achieved without the commitment and support of the colleagues in
Alexander House & St Ambrose and the clergy, staff and volunteers in all our parishes. I would like to thank
everyone for helping to make 2018 a successful year for the diocese and I wish you all a happy and peaceful
Christmas.

New staff:
There are some new colleagues joining the Curia team at the beginning of 2019 to
fill various vacancies
In January, Paul Kehoe will take up the role of Schools Project Officer. He will continue the work that Lisa
Paniccia-Brown had been doing with our designated partnerships to strengthen collaborative working in the
current education landscape.
Yvonne Morgan has been appointed as the Trust and Grant Applications Officer working in the Finance Team.
Yvonne joins us from South Africa, where she has been working for the Diocese of Johannesburg for a number
of years.
At the beginning of February, Sarah Adams joins us as the new Director of Adult Education & Evangelisation,
replacing Fr Christopher Whitehead who has moved to his new parish, the Immaculate Conception in Stroud.
Sarah worked for the Diocese of Plymouth for over ten years and is very experienced in Catechesis and Adult
Education. Many of you may already know Sarah, as she has previously supported the department of Adult
Education & Evangelisation on various events including facilitating sessions at the annual Diocesan Day.

Advent Mass times:
Advent Mass times in our Parishes on the diocesan website homepage
For many of our Parishes, Christmas Masses are among the best attended and the most important of the year.
We also welcome many new people and visitors into our churches at this time.
Our Diocesan website: www.cliftondiocese.com includes details of the various different Mass times in our
parishes over the Christmas period.

Year of Prayer has started:

On Tuesday 27 November 2018, Bishop Declan launched the Year of of Prayer at Clifton
Cathedral. In a celebration of evening prayer he presented to each parish, community and school in the diocese
the resources for the Year of Prayer which started on the First Sunday of Advent.
In his message, Bishop Declan said that although we focus our attention upon prayer over the coming year,
mission is not finished and therefore we should continue to reflect upon mission with a spirit of prayer. Prayer is
a conversation with God and is a conversation with others. It is not a one-way conversation; the conversation we
have in prayer is one both of speaking but above all of listening.
The ‘Year of Prayer’ booklet can be downloaded here: www.cliftondiocese.com/diocese/future-full-hope
Bishop Declan’s video is available on the diocesan website: www.cliftondiocese.com/diocese/future-full-hope

General News:
Alexander House staff team day
Once again, the staff from Alexander House donned their wellies and gloves and helped to spruce up Holy
Souls cemetery in Bristol. Just like last year, they did general maintenance on the grounds and this year
made it easier to access the cemetery from the car park.
They also planted blue-bells and snowdrops in preparation
for winter.
There are new pews in the chapel which were donated from
St Joseph’s in Southdown.

Latest Liturgy Office Newsletter - Winter 2018
As we begin a new liturgical year (Year C) and journey through Advent we look ahead in preparation, first
directing our minds and hearts to Christ’s second coming at the end of time, and then to the anniversary of
our Lord’s birth at Christmas. The final days of Advent, from December 17 to December 24, focus particularly
on our preparation for the celebrations of the Nativity of our Lord (Christmas).
We also begin our Year of Prayer: this year is not intended to turn us away from mission but to deepen our
understanding that it is prayer which gives life and strength to our mission and it is prayer which is the source
of our mission. The Year of Prayer envisions a call to a renewed personal encounter with Christ – and there are
many ways to do this, personal prayer and the Liturgy being just two. To complement this Year of Prayer the
Liturgy Office will host a course entitled Understanding and Praying the Liturgy – Further details are available
in the Liturgy office newsletter.
You can see the whole newsletter here: www.cliftondiocese.com/departments/adult-education/liturgy-office

The ‘O’ Antiphons – daily on our website all week
Beginning on the 17 December of each Advent season, and for the next seven days, a special antiphon known
as an O Antiphon is read before the Magnificat during Evening Prayer. Sometimes called the Greater Antiphons,
or the O’s of Advent (because they begin with that exclamation), the O Antiphons differ from the daily
antiphons because they herald the coming birth of Christ.
Originally written in Latin around the seventh or eighth centuries,
these special antiphons express humanity’s desire and longing for
God, a longing which has existed throughout the history of God’s
people, from the beginning of time through Abraham, Moses and
David, and fulfilled on the night when Emmanuel (God with us) was
born. Each prayer begins with one of the seven titles attributed to
Jesus’ Old Testament title for the Messiah.
www.cliftondiocese.com/the-o-antiphons
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